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December 28, 2005 

 
NOTICE  

 
To:  Commercial Feed Licensees Storing Feed Ingredients 
 
With the recent winter storms hitting California, the Feed, Fertilizer, and Livestock Drugs 
Regulatory Services (FFLDRS) branch is reminding licensees who store and distribute 
commercial feed in California, about the moisture regulation in the California Code of 
Regulations section 2694(l).   

 Maximum percentage moisture or minimum percentage dry matter shall be 
guaranteed when moisture exceeds 15.0 percent. 

 When dried animal waste (i.e. poultry litter) is used in a mixed feed, the 
moisture of the mixed feed shall not exceed 12.0 percent. 

The definitions for the following products have maximum moisture specifications that 
must be guaranteed on the label. 

 Whole cottonseed, prime whole cottonseed, and almond hulls shall not 
contain more than 13.0 percent moisture. 

 
2773.5.  Almond Hull Definition 
Almond hulls are obtained by drying that portion of the almond fruit which surrounds the 
nut.  They shall not contain more than 13.0 percent moisture, nor more than 15.0 
percent crude fiber, and not more than 9.0 percent ash. 
 
2783.  Whole Cottonseed Definitions 
Whole cottonseed is seed remaining after removal of fiber in the ginning process.  It 
shall contain not more than 15.0 percent free fatty acids in the oil.  It shall contain not 
more than 13.0 percent moisture and not more than 2.0 percent foreign material.  It shall 
be labeled to include the maximum percent ash. 
Prime whole cottonseed is seed remaining after the removal of fiber in the ginning 
process.  It shall contain not more than 3.0 percent free fatty acids in the oil.  It shall 
contain not more than 13.0 percent moisture and not more than 2.0 percent foreign 
material.  It shall be labeled to include the maximum percent ash. 
 
If the moisture exceeds the level in the definitions for whole cottonseed and almond 
hulls, the product must be labeled as “high-moisture whole cottonseed” or “high-moisture 
almond hulls,” along with the moisture maximum guarantee. 
 
If you have any questions about the commercial feed moisture regulations in California, 
please call the FFLDRS branch at the number above.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Davidson, Program Specialist 
Safe Animal Feed Education (SAFE)        
Feed, Fertilizer, and Livestock Drugs Regulatory Services  
Inspection Services 
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